RABBITS
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE*

ALL YOU NEED TO KNOW

*Working with the Royal Veterinary College

Vaccination

Microchip

We strongly advise your rabbit is vaccinated yearly
against Myxo and VHD1 and VHD2.

We recommend having your rabbit micro
chipped.

Both diseases are deadly and a yearly vaccine for
each can help prevent the loss of your furry friends

A small chip about the size of a grain of rice
is injected beneath the skin. Is it quick and
relatively painless procedure that should last
a lifetime A chip provides identification in
case your rabbit goes missing.

Neutering
Neutering is also strongly recommended for your rabbit. This helps to prevent
unnecessary health complications and stress. Your rabbit will live a longer and
happier life once neutered. Neutering will also prevent any unwanted litters, and
give your rabbit the benefit that he/she will be able to live with a mate. Rabbits
are highly sociable animals and it is recommended that they live in groups of at
least 2. The recommended pairing is a neutered female with a neutered male.

Food
It is very important to feed your new rabbit the
correct balance of different feeds. The general
rule is 80% hay/grass and 20% hard pellets/fresh
fruit veg.
Hay / Grass
Rabbits should receive an amount of hay the same
size of them, DAILY. Straw is not suitable for
consumption and should only be used as bedding.
This can be purchased from pet shops or farm
shops.
As an added supplement you can feed your rabbit dried grass. This should only be
fed alongside hay if access to fresh grass is restricted. This is available from most
farm shops.

Dental Care
Rabbits teeth continuously grow
(especially back molars) these must be
kept worn by chewing grass and hay
otherwise the teeth crowns grow too long.
Signs that your rabbit is suffering from
dental problems are runny eyes, jaw
swellings, facial abscesses or difficulty
eating. If you observe any of these
symptoms please contact the surgery
immediately.

Enviroment
Rabbits must be given daily access to an
area in which they can hop around. A
single hutch is not enough for a rabbit to
spend all their time in. A run large enough
for them to have a good run is
recommended for during the day and t
hey can return to their hutches at night
or during bad weather. Shelter must be
provided at all times.

Hard Pellets/ Fruit & Veg
It is recommended that rabbits are fed 1 eggcup of dried rabbit pellets on a daily basis.
This is all they need and any more than this can cause obesity. MUESLI IS STRONGLY
DISCOURAGED. This causes selective feeding and can lead to malnourishment or obesity.
Fresh fruit and veg should be offered daily, 1 cup is the recommended daily allowance.
It is advised that you continue the same feeding regime your rabbit has been used to
whilst they settle into their new home and routine. If you choose to change feeds, then
this should be done slowly over several days, to avoid digestive upset. Fresh water
should be available at ALL times. If you choose to use a bottle please unsure your rabbit
learns to use this and is getting enough water.
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Flystrike
A rabbit environment must be kept clean to avoid health
complications such as fly strike. (especially in warm
weather). This is a terrible health issue which can be fatal.
The main cause of this problem is a dirty environment,
faecal/urine soiling around the rabbits rear end. We
recommended you do some research into this to help
prevent it happening to your new rabbit. Should you be
concerned please contact the surgery

TOP TIP

Dangerous Plants - Look at the supreme foods website for guide.

Fleas and worms
Rabbits should be treated for fleas and worms. This is
by spot on treatments and oral paste- (do not use dog
or cat treatments) Talk to the vet about the correct
medications to use.

Further
information

???
Food
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RWAF-shop.rabbitwelfare.co.uk
Supremepetfoods.com
Burgesspetcare.com
www.actionforrabbits.co.uk
www.genitrix.co.uk
www.thevalleyvet.co.uk

Valley Vets
9 Hydean Way, Stevenage, Herts SG2 9XH

www.thevalleyvets.co.uk
*Terms and conditions apply, see website for full details.

01438
369
390
info@thevalleyvets.co.uk

