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Vaccination

Microchip

We recommend that all cats receive regular
vaccinations to provide protection against
several diseases which can be caught from the
environment or from other cats – Feline
Enteritis (parvo like disease) Cat Flu and
Feline Leukaemia Virus

We strongly
recommend having
your pet micro
chipped. A small chip
about the size of a
grain of rice is
injected beneath the
skin. It is a quick and
relatively painless
procedure that should last a lifetime and
is usually performed when you cat is
neutered at around 5 - 6 months of age.
A chip also provides vital identification
even if they lose their collar and can also
be used to control entry via cat flaps.

Why vaccinate?
Early immunisation against life threatening infectious pet diseases saves many
lives. Kittens are particularly susceptible to disease and should be vaccinated to
ensure their health and survival, and boost their natural immunity.

Infectious diseases
There are certain infectious diseases you should protect your pet against,
depending on its individual lifestyle. Kittens and cats should to be protected
against cat flu (viral and/or bacterial), feline leukaemia and feline enteritis. It is
a legal requirement that all cats entering a cattery have up to date vaccinations.

A cat’s vaccinations can be started at anytime from 9 weeks of age
beginning with a “primary course” of two injections 3 - 5 weeks apart. It is then
really important that they receive an annual vaccination to maintain the
protection especially for feline leukaemia virus as evidence suggests immunity
rarely lasts more than 12 - 13 months.
At Valley Vets ALL our vaccination prices include a full health check to check for
problems even if you have not been aware of them and often allows us to
make an early diagnosis that can be so important in ensuring a successful
outcome.

Dental Care
This can be achieved in a number of ways.
The gold standard is regular (ideally daily!)
brushing using an animal specific
toothpaste (NOT HUMAN PASTE due to its
fluoride content). Dental chews are also
very useful and we recommend the use of
raw hide chews. Some dry food diets offer
dental benefits.

Neutering
We recommend all pets are neutered. Neutering is part of responsible pet ownership. Neutering is removal of the sex organs. Males
are castrated and this involves removing both testicles. Females have both ovaries and the womb removed and this is called spaying.

Why?
In male cats in can aid in reducing testosterone influenced behaviour such as roaming, fighting and aggression. Uncastrated male
cats have a very strong smell and can have a tendency to spray urine in-doors. In females it prevents unwanted pregnancies, womb
infections and stops them coming into season or “calling” which involves them making a noise to attract a mate and can be very
distressing for owners . Cats are seasonal breeders and can come into season regularly from spring to autumn although it is possible
for a cat to get pregnant throughout the year. Both sexes are likely to roam looking for a mate increasing the risk of road traffic
accidents and fight injuries.

When?
From 6 months of age for male cats and 5 - 6 months for female cats. We also encourage that your cat should have also reached a
minimum weight of 2kg before they are neutered.

Disadvantages?
Neutering is a surgical procedure and requires a general anaesthetic but in healthy animals this should be a small risk.
Neutering does slow an animal’s metabolism so they can be more prone to gaining weight but this can easily be solved by feeding
them less food. There are a great many questions and myths related to if or when you should neuter your animal so please feel free
to speak to one our nurses or vets with any queries.
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Diet
We encourage all pets to be fed a commercial cat diet. Whilst some may prefer to feed
home cooked food or scraps it is essential to feed your cat some cat food as it contains
an essential supplement called “taurine” which is vital to ensuring the health of your
cat’s heart. This is definitely one area where you get what you pay for and a more
expensive food will usually provide a much better quality source of nutrition and may
not be as expensive as you think. Whilst we recommend a mainly dry food diet this can
be “spiced up” with a small amount of wet food, gravy or occasional treat.
We also appreciate cats can be very fussy eaters and readily change their mind as to
what they prefer! Exceptions to this diet regime should obviously be made for pets
with dietary allergies or intolerances. Young kittens start on 3 - 4 meals per day and be
weaned down to 1 - 2 meals per day by 12 months of age or if they prefer a set amount
of food can left down for grazing but this should not just be topped up, if they don’t
empty the bowl everyday you are feeding them too much!

TOP TIP

Remember cats are hunters so if presented with a large meal they may
well eat all of it even if they don’t need to so it is up to owners to
regulate how much they get each day to prevent excessive weight gain.

Behaviour
Cats can have a variety of problems from
territorial marking to being bullied by
neighbouring cats. We strongly
recommend the feline advisory bureau
website for veterinary reviewed advice
on a wide range of cat topics including
behaviour and health issues.

Further
information

Vaccines
Worming
Microchips
Flea control
FAB cats

www.future-of-vaccination.co.uk
www.wormwise.co.uk
www.avidplc.com
www.effipro-virbac.com
www.icatcare.org
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